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IV
FORESE DONATI TO DANTE ALIGHIERI
He taunts him concerning the unavenged Spirit ofGeri Alighieri
the other night I had a dreadful cough
Because I'd got no bed-clothes over me ;
And so, when the day broke, I hurried off
To seek some gain whatever it might be.
And such luck as I had I tell you of.
For lo !  no jewels hidden in a tree
I find, nor buried gold, nor suchlike stuff,
But Alighieri among the graves I see,
Bound by some spell, I know not at whose 'hest,—
At Solomon's, or what sage's who shall say ?
Therefore I crossed myself towards the east ;
And he cried out:  " For Dante's love I pray
Thou loose me !'   But I knew not in the least
How this were done, so turned and went my way.
Now all this may be pronounced little better than scurrilous
doggrel, and I would not have introduced any of it, had I not
wished to include everything which could possibly belong to
my subject.
Even supposing that the authorship is correctly attributed in
each case, the insults heaped on Dante have of course no weight,
as coming from one who shows every sign of being both foul-
mouthed and a fool. That then even the observance of the
vendetta had its opponents among the laity, is evident from
a passage in Barberino's Documenti d'Amore. The two sonnets
bearing Dante's name, if not less offensive than the others, are
rather more pointed ; but seern still very unworthy even of his
least exalted mood.
Accordingly Fraticelli (in his Minor Works of Dante) settles
to his own satisfaction that these four sonnets are not by Dante
and Forese ; but I do not think his arguments conclusive enough
to set the matter quite at rest. He first states positively that
Sonnet I (as above) is by Burchiello, the Florentine barber-poet
of the fifteenth century. However, it is only to be found in one
edition of Burchiello, and that a late one, of 17577 where it is
placed among the pieces which are very doubtfully his. It-
becomes all the more doubtful when we find it there followed
by Sonnet II (as above), which would seem by air* evidence to

